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T O 
John Chamberlain EC. q; 
High Sheriffof the County of 


WARWICK 


AND TO 


Sir Charles Holt, Ir Sir Andrew Hackett; 
Sir Fohn Knightlow, Sir William Underhill, 
Sir Fohn Bridgman, Sir Arthar Caley. 

Sir Charles Leigh, 


And the reſt ofthe Gentlemen of the Grand 
Jury ar the laſt Aſſizes. 


Gentlemen, 
Ad not your Commands prevailed over my inclina-- 
tions, the enſuing Diſcourſe had never been more 

publick than from the Pulpit ; but deeming it ill manners 
to diſpute-the juſtice ior expedience of your Commands, and 
Obedience better than Sacrifice, I —_ to the Sentence - 
you have paſſed ; nor will T offer at- an Apology for that 
which has your Commands to publiſh, to vouch your ap-- 
probation, nor ſo much difraft your goodneſs as to doubt. 
of pardon for this Addreſs, to implore your m— 
ard Protection of a diſcourſe of Righteouſneſs, which by 
your Authority is made publick, and by your Example 
may be made uſeful; whom God has placed on high, on: 
A 2 purpoſe 


"The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
7 purpoſe to give meaſures to the Piety, and Loyalty of 


your Countrey ; and from whom all inferiours muſt learn 
to diſtinguiſh Zeal from Pattion, Religion from Grimace, 
and ſteady from pretended Loyalty : And that Countrey 
is happieſt where the vertue, and conſequently the reputa- 
tion and the intereſt of the Gentry are greateſt : But 
where Vice that great Leveller oa their intereſt, 
and the Populace ſupplants them in their power,'the miſ- 
chief is like the wounds of Conſcience, inſupportable, and 
with the wiſe man we may ſay, who can bear it 2 7 have 
#0 more to add but my prayers to Almighty God, that 
from your Examples, your Countrey my learn to fear God 
and honour the King ; that Your light may ſo ſhine 
before the common people, That they ſeeing your good 
works, may glorifie your 'Father which is in Heaven; 
that you may be Examples of Piety and Loyalty to ſucceed. 
ing Ages; that you may Eternize the honour of our Coun- 
trey, and your names be had in everlaſting remembrance; 
Which ſhall ever be the Prayer of 


Gentlemen, 


Your moſt Obedient and moſt | 
Humble Servant, 


John Inett. 
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Prov. xLv. part of the 34. Verle. 
 Righteouſerſ exalteth a Nation, 8c. = 


IS faid: of the Ancient - Romans, that 
chey never began an ation of any 
| ht and moment tall they: fit 

JE that they-never ſarc:down 
to beſ! Cirp tilt they had firſt invited 
the tute oy Cole fortike, it: And fearing 
the: prevalence of theſe chew charmes; * 
cuſtomary” with- the” Nations/againft whorm 
they fought, to' offer a-kind of violence to 
bake Deities, chaining! their Statues #6 ſecure 
their ret apa a Aand' prote@ion. -The' Rimay 

_— no valour enough to rake] a Ciry 
nor deſerted by the: powers aboye':- And the 
Barbaviin no courage ſufficxent to (rrp it 
when forfalien by: chem.» Thoughytheſe* 
deplorable. Motil of kuinane' Rat 
and ſhew us what wild'-extravaganeies we 
ſhould run into, had we not a'more cal 
ous lighvthan thatof Nariczd 66V0Gus Sh - 
ct 


[2] 

Yet withal it demonſtrates a reverence and 
vencration--to -Religion imprinted by-the 
hand of Nature ;- that the- common notices 
of Reaſon taught the Gentile World, that 
the glory of a Fools the ſucceſs of Armies, 
and grandeur of Nations depend upon it : 
and can our thoughts be leſs honourable, our 
ſentiments leſs generous of that Religion 
which: cxacts the-moſt ftrict and. regular ju- 
ſtice, the moſt frank and umverſal. charity ; 
that commands our Brother ſhould; ſtand as 
fair. 1n our love as our-neareſt intereſt ; that 
deriyes its Being from the Erernal God, and 
by a ſerics of Miracles. has been owned by 
the powers above? A Religion ſo highly con- 
ducive to the peace of Societies, the intereſt 
of Nations, and 'the common good of man- 
kind, that. if Life and Immortality were: not 
brought to light;through! the Goſpel, there 
1s cnough-to;rccommend. 1t'to the protecti- 
on and care of Magiſtrates: whuch natural- 
ly tends, to heal, the; dif-arders ; of State, to 
make, Subjects, peaccable and ebedicnt, Ar- 
mies ſucceſsful; Princes Waiſe,, Beloved and 
Glorious, and 1s that Righteouſneſs which ex- 
alts a. Nation. | 

Nor is all chis ſpeculation, or the fond Idea 


of 
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of a cloyſtered genitis,nor Melaicholy pata- 
dox of a thinking brain, but the reſult of ex- 
riment, and a Maxime received in the 
Lacks of the wiſeſt King: *Tisa diftate from 
the Throne of Solomon, and a foundation for 
the moſt happy Government laid down by 
a Prince that had the Spirit of Wiſdome for 
his Guide; 'tis he afhrmes, That Sin is a re- 
proach to a People, and Righteouſneſs exalts a 
Nation. 

The ſtrength and weight of which aſlertr- 
on will be more clearly difcerned if we firſt 
inquire into the ſeveral notions of RighteouF 
neſs. | 

Firſt, Righteouſneſs is ſometimes taken for 
that diſtributive juſtice, which conſiſts in the 
enacting and due execution of Laws, for a ter- 
ror to evil doers, anda prarfe and encourage- 
ment of thoſe that doe well; and is fo fixed to 
the authority of the Magiſtrate, that what'is 
juſtice whenir has the ſtamp of a power, may 
be a ſin when acted by an -uncommiſſioned 
hand. Heaven has determined that he which 
imbrues his hands in anothers blood, (hall 
atone for it with his own :: But has nor left it 
acommon right of mankind to execute wrath 
upon thoſe thatdoe-evil ; but ſo annexed it = 
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ſe] 
cheauthority winch-bears the fword, thatthe 
death of the ſame Criminal that 1s juſtice by 
the Magiſtrate may be murther by a private 
Perſon. And tis happy for us that the King of 
Kings has put Is {word into no Sr 0, ors 
his Vicegerents hand ; that Power 1s not the 
ſtandard of Equity ; that the greedy mind is 
not the judge of Right and Wrong ; that 
vengeance belongs unto the Lord, and by him- 
ſelf, or by his Subſtitutes, he alone repayes. 
And this Righteouſneſs is to the body Politick 
what the blood is to the body Natural, the 
publick hcalth and yigor are preſerved by a 
due circulation of it; if it be too hot and run 
too high, the body ts in- a Fever ; if Phleg- 
marick and cold and run too flow,'tis a Symp- 
tome of languiſhing and conſumption ; but 
then the body is ſound, when Righceouſnels 
and Mercy go hand in hand, when they kind- 
ly mux together, and truth looks down from 
Heaven, | | 
Secondly, But as Rightcouſnels is taken for 
that juſtice which reſpects the Magiſtrate, 
and 1s ſtyled diſtribuave, fo it 1s taken for the 
ſecond ſpecies of juſtice, which reſpects all 
men 4n their converſation and dealings one 
with another, and 3s by the Schools termed 


communrative, 


CY 
commurative. How mucls it is the dary:of 
all men EP of all Chrifttans ro do ju/tly: 
How far Trade and Commerce, and conſe- 
quently the ſtrength and glory of Nations do . 
depend upon the juſtice of her Subjects ; are 
things ſo obvious that I preſume it needleſs 
ro inliſt —_ them, and ſhall paſsto the third 
notion of Righteouſneſs, and thas : | 
Thirdly, Righteouſneſs 1s taken - for that - 
Piety that Heaven does juſtly challenge from 
us, and 1s but another word tor Religion, and 
in the ſenſe of our Saviour, Chriſtianity is no- 
thing clſe bur that Righteouſneſs which does - 
exceed the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and 
Phariſees. Now becauſe to be thus riohteous - 
15a duty mcumbent on us all, and this noti- 
on of Righteouſneſs comprehends both the 
other, I ſhall conſider x ih this comprehenſive 
{enſe, and n-order' unto that betake thy ſelf 
to the clearing of this Propoſition which the . 
words of my Text very naturally offer. 
1. Prop. That Religion tends to promote - 
the mtcreſt and honour of Natwns, and-the 
peace and welfare of mankind. 
*Fwould nor b<come this: place to attempt 
a ſurvey of the naaxims of Mathaivelt, to of: 
ferat an ctay to txpole Cardinal Palivitini's 


carnal 
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_ carnal policy, or ſhew the impracticablenefs 


of Utopias Laws, nor worth time to attack 
the foundation of Mr. Hobbs his Book de Ci- 
ve ; becauſe the greateſt votaries to Politicks, 
that ſacrifice Heaven to intereſt, and make 
Conſcience truckle to Reaſon of State, yet 
do not pretend to the Conduct of Nations 
without recommending a ſhew of Vertue,and 
at leaſt the Garb and Grimace of Religion. 
'Tis cnough therefore, it without attempring, 
to ſhew the weakneſs of theſe frames of polt- 
cy, it be made appear that Religion pro- 
motes the intereſt and honour of all Socic- 
ties, by ſhewing, firſt, what 1t 1s that diſturbs 
the Glee and peace of mankind, and from 
what cauſes the ruine and ſubverſion of Na- 
tions are derived: And, ſecondly, the tenden- 
cy of Religion to promote the weltare of 
mankind, the peacc, the intereſt, and the ho- 
nour of Nations. | 
Firſt, Let us inquire what 1t 1s that ſub- 
yerts Government, and undermines the peace 
and welfare of States and Kingdoms. *T'was 
Sin that invaded the joys of Paradiſe, and 
firſt introduced muſery into the world ; 'twas 
that which once did curſe, which once did 
drown, and ſhall at laſtin flames conſume - 
| An 
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[ 7] 
And tis her'ftuitful womb that diffuſes miſe- 
ry throughout the Univerſe, nor need we 
look further-to find the original of theſe in- 
tclicities which diſturb- the tranquility and 
peace. of mankind ; but trace them home: 
and without the wiſdom of Solomon we” ſhall 
find the true Mother of the Child ; their 
lines and features arc ſo much alike, that the 
ſuffering very naturally carries us to a pro- 
ſpect of the {in that brings it. Thus that the 
puniſhment might bear reſemblance with 
the ſin, the earth divides to puniſh the Schifm 
of Dathan and Abiram; and they periſftd by 
fire; that with unhallowed hands ſnatched 
fire from the Altar. Sodomes unnatural 
flames bring new from Heaven to confume 
it. The ſword puniſhed the cruelty of Ber- 
jamin ; and Achan's Sin purſues him through 
all the Tribes, and at lait ſeizes on the Crimr- 
nal. If David's ambition carry im on to 
number the-people, judgment ſtrikes direct- 
ly at his darling; tin; and cures his pride by 
kſſening: the number he prided in. Follow 
Irael down to Egypt, and their entertain- 
ment. there carnies-us back. to their inhuma- 
nity in ſelling Foſeph thirher. View them 1n 
Babylon under. the yoak . of. their. new _ 
the. 


[8] 
the Aſyrians, the yroee munds us of the Ido- 
latry they learnt from thence, and: their cap- 
tivity points at their defe&ion from their law- 
full Sovereign: And ſo kgible are our ſins in 
the nuſeries that attend us; here below, that 
he that runs may read. But to paſs by the 
conſequences of in ſo fatal unto Nations, 
becauſe 1t© may be pretended that theſe are 
but the Accidental and not its Genuine and 
true born iſſue ; let us! mquire' if Sin may 
not ruine a Nation, though the Divine juſtice 
ſtand neuter, and-Judgment does. not purſue 


It. 
And here though God ſhould withhold 
his hand, we ſhall and Nations-may be: ruin- 
ed by the ſins thereof. Examine the miſchict 
of Injuſtice, behold the black train of Aya- 
rice; the Trophics| of Duſconteat;. the diretul 
conſequences of Diviſion; and what a- flood 
of muſcry! what a deluge of ſorrow docs at- 
tend them ! View the ſacrifices to Ambiti- 
on, tcll the number of Victims to! that pee- 
viſh fin: How does that, like the Druids Det- 
ty, gorge it ſelf with blood ! And how many 
hves do every year fall Sacrifices to the Am- 
bition af Princes! And how uneafie 15:1t to its 
native ſoy], and to all the. nezghbouring King- 


doms, 
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doms when 1t ſeizes upon a Throne !!How 
ingrateful are the cryes of the Orphan and 
the Widow, where there is oppreſſion in a Pro- 
vince | How meagre 1s the countenance, and 
how Ghaſtly the Tooks of the poor, when .his 
face 1s ground by the injuſtice of the rich ! 
See the conſequences of diſcontent, when 
moſt retired it makes at leaſt one man miſe- 
rable, but how often does it invade the peace 
of Kingdoms, imbroyle Nations, and give 
Being to all the diſorders that may entitle 
Kingdoms wretched and unhappy ! Such 
too are the iſſues of Diviſion, to which we 
owe the Tragick ſtories of inteſtine Wars. 
Let us compute the Maſlacres, ſumm up. the 
Battels, and lay togerher the fatal Periods and 
Revolutions of Men and Kingdoms derived 
from no other cauſe, and 'twill be needleſs 
todraw together other Arguments to prove 
Sin the Author of humane nuſery, the re- 
proach of a People, the ruine of Kingdoms, 
and the bane of Nations. And if it be Sin 
which ruines, by the rule of contraries we 
are taught to conclude with Solomon, that 
Righteouſneſs exalts a Nation ; which will yet 
be more clear from the ſecond thing, to be 
inquired into, v7z. 1 5163 e164 
' Secondly, 
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Secondly , The tendency of Religion to 
promote the intereſt and honour of Nations 
and the peace and welfare of mankind. All 
Socictics are made up of indiyiduals,and each 
man 1s capable of a twofold happineſs, Per- 
ſonal and Political; the one as man, the other 


as a member of a body Politick, and that is 


moſt properly accounted ſubſervient to the 
publick weale, which contributes to the feli- 
city of mankind in this twofold eſtate, ] 
thall therefore firſt inquire how. 

Firſt, Righteouſneſs tends to the common 
good of Nations, by contributing to the hap- 
pincſs of cach particular perſon, of which 
they are conſtituted and do conhilt. 

"Tis eflential to humane nature to contend 
for happineſs, that the higheſt degree of that 
we are capable of here below, is the reſult of 
Verrtue and Piety, 1s fo notorious that the 
confeſſions of 1s enemucs 1s cnough to ſuper- 


ſede all further _— Ask the man_ 


who feels the ſting of a guilty conſcience, that 
knows what it 1s to carry a Tormentor in ſus 
own boſom, to be always harrafled with the 
trightful appendages of his own Vice ; and 
hee] ſoon reſolve us who's the happy man. 
Nay, take the jolly ſinner that not _ bid 

chance 
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defiance to Almighty God, but to the infir- 
mities that attend upon other men, take him 
when his Pallate is cloyed, and his pleaſures 
palled, when he has compared a Surfeit and 
a Debauch together, and hee' readily award 
for Temperance. But if he carry on the 
Frollick, and refolutely for a time maintain 
a Paradox, but follow him to the place where 
he is to take his leave of the World, and fo 
can have no temptation to belye his by-paſt 
minutes, there he retracts his erring Sentr 
ments,and with hs laſt breath proclaimes the 
good, the happy man ; whoſe pleaſures are 
the joys of Temperance, and a holy Conſci- 
ence, who hears not the Orphans cryes ſound 
his injuſtice 1n his cars, and feels not the 
ſmart of a wiltal unrepented folly. And if 
the joys of good men were legible in their 
faces, and with the cycs of ſenſe we could 
bur ſee the ſeremity, peace, and complacency 
which hovers over vertuous actions; or view 
the holy man ſurrounded by the ſoft and 
gentle whiſpers of the bleſſed Spirit, proclat- 
ming Jubilce to his Soul ; or could the world 
be privy to the kind embraces of a holy con- 
ſcience preaching peace to the righteous, and 
hulnas to- the true of heart; the moſt ob- 
Ca duratc 
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durate would retra&t, and it would be the 
common Contention, who ſhould be the 
moſt profitable ſervant to the Almighty, the 
moſt uſeful Votary to Religion, and ſtand 
the faireſt Candidate for Heaven. Beſides all 
this, thoſe ſatisfactions which are the objects 
of ſenſe, and ſtand high in the culogics of vi- 
cious, as well as good men, are the Children 
of Religion ; to that we owe our ſecurity 
from Violence, Rapine and Oppreſſion ; to 
that rejoycing under our own Vine, and reſt- 
ing undiſturbed under a Fig-tree of our own. 
Naboth enjoyes his Vineyard, Uriah his Belo- 
ved, the Prince maintains his Right, and the 
Subject 1s cafic and undiſturbeFin his Law- 
ful Property, when Religion 1s the common 
Guardian ; tor our Secular intereſt, our Tem- 
poral peace, and all the bleſſings which in- 
dear this preſent life are but feuditaries to it. 
Wouldſt thou have thy honour unſtained, 
thy perſon fate, and thy right uninvaded, 
when Righteouſneſs rules the Sceptre there 
needs no Guard but Innocence. And what 
is thus rivited to the private intereſt of Prince 
and Subject, can have no other but an au- 
ſpicious influence upon Kingdoms, and can- 


not be of meaner uſe than to exalt a Nation 5 
| To 


a A 


1 GG ws miw CD 


Www wm md 


» BS. wh 


XUM 


[13] 
To-which it tends a ſecond way, and that is; 
Secondly,, By acquiring 1t an honourable 
eſteem among other Nations. He that will 
examine the unanimous ſenſe of Hiſtory, and 
the common ſentuments of men, ſhall ftill 
find a due vencration to the powers Divine, 
and exact and regular juſtice ſet firſt in the 
Characters of an honourable and happy peo- 
le. When theſe flouriſh, not a Poet but calls 
it the Golden Age ;. and all Hiſtorians how- 
cycr looſe themiclves, yet are loud in the ap- 
plauſe of Juſtice, and are at pains 1n their an- 
nals to perpetuate its Fame, and make the 
remembrance of it live for ever. | 
This was the Baſis of the Roman greatneſs, 
and the reputation of their Generolity, and 
Religion gained them more Conquelts than 
their Valour and their Arms : whilſt their 
courage vanquiſhed Cities, their Religion car- 
ried its Conqueſts to the very hearts, and 0- 
vercame the men. And that Prince is eyer 
rcateſt whoſe Dominion 1s 1n the hearts of 
bi Subj:&ts. Bur then did their Eagles be- 
gin to droop, their ſucceſs to flagg, when 
Numa's ſpirit of Religion was loſt, and. their 
Ancient juſtice and integrity began to faule ; 


'twas the Punick Faith that fruſtrated their 
Valour 2 


[14] 

Valour, and their want of Religion thar ſtop- 
ped the progreſs of their Arms. When the 
uftice and fidelity of a Nation are rightly 

lemiſhed, upon which all Leagues and Con- 
tracts, all Trade and Commerce do depend, 
the credit 1s loſt, 'tis abandoned by all other 
Nations, left to confederate with its own v1- 
ces, and combate with the anger of Heaven, 
and the common contempt and ſcorn of men. 
For no Nation can be great in the reputation 
of others, where therg 1s not juſtice and fidel;- 
ty to recommend it 'to their Friendſhip and 
Alliance, and where theſe are wanting, All 
the world looks upon ſuch a Nation as God 
Almighty raught the Ifraelites to do upon 
Egypt, as a Reed that may break or fail, may 
pierce or wound, but is unfit to ſupport the 
truſt of another Kingdom. But reputation 
and honour are the ſhadows of Righteouſneſs, 
and do as certainly and as naturally attend 
upon 1t as the ſhadow does upon the ſub- 
ſtance, or the rayes, thoſe Children of the Sun, 
upon the Father of lights. And let the Cham- 
pions of Atheiſm produce a ſingle inſtance 
ofany Nation that truly honoured God, that 
was not great in the c{timation and loye of 
men. Beclides giving it an honourable place 
p- in 
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[15] 
in the eſteem of Forreigners, there is a Third 
ev. that Righteouſneſs exalts a Nation; And 
enis 15, | 

Thirdly, By recoommending the Govern- 
ment to the love of all its Subjects, and ma- 
king 1t theirantereſt to promote its peace and 
welfare. When the Religion of a Nation is 
ingaged for the ſecurity of every individual ; 
and the publick juſtice makes the Tradeſman's 
ſhop as ſecure as if it were a Fort impregnable; 
when 1t caſes the carcs of the laborious Hus- 
bandman, and is a Guard to the Farmers 
Folds, his Barns, his Flocks, his Herds, and 
Fields ; and gives hberty to eyery Subject to 
rejoyce in the fruits of his own labour, eyc- 
ry man has a ſhare in the protpen and 
peace of the publick, and is bound by his in- 
tereſt ro promote them z and tis private 
being incorporated with the publick welfare, 
he muſt recede from his own adyantage, and 
renounce his private intereſt before he acts 
the Traitor to the publick. I cannot ſay, that 
this ſhall make Fools or:Madmen wife ; tthar 
t ſhall heal che diſcontents, or cat out. the 
proud fleſh of a Nation ; that it ſhall make the 
Sons of Belial good Subjects ;/ that it ſhall 
work upon thoſe whoſe very mercies _ 
cruel, 


[16] 
cruel, whoſe Principles make them Traitors, 
and whoſe Religion 1s propagated by blood; 
that it ſhall ſweeten the nature of a diſcon- 
rented Achitophel,or reconcile thoſe to the Go- 
vernment, that think well of none but which 
is managed by themſelves; that it ſhall cake off 
Abſolom from making his Court to the rabble, 
and make him dural when the hopes of a 
Kingdom bids him difobey : But with mo- 
deſty and reaſon it may be affirmed that 
where the Divine juſtice 1s made a pattern 
for the humane .; where laws are juſt and 

ood, and theſe laws the rule of publick ju- 
Rice : each Subject ſtands bound by his par- 
ticular intereſt to promote the peace and wel- 
fare, and ſo far as in him lyes exalt the ho- 
nour'ofthe Nation. Belides theſe, there 1s yet 
a fourth way, viz _ ; 

Fourthly,By preventing the judgments that 
{in brings to rune, and ingaging Providence 
to defeat the defigns of 11] men to undermine, 
a Nation. In the caſe of E/i God has taught 
us that He will honour thoſe that honour him, 
and thoſe that deſpiſe him ſhall be lightly eſteem- 
ed. 1 Sam. 2. 30. 

This is a common Rule to Providence in 


his dealings with mankind, and although ns 
rne 
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the judgments of God, many things are unac- 
countable and paſt finding out ; yet generally 
his revealed -is a rule to his ſecret Will, and 
he ſcourges thoſe that by their ſins riſe in Re- 
bellion againſt him, = is their Saviour and 
Deliverer that fight his batels againſt heir 
fins and follies ; and no better reaſon can be 
aſſigned for the periods of Families, ſubver- 
ſion of Nations, and thoſe mughty Reyoluti- 
ons 1n the World, which ſwell ſo: many vo- 
lums of Hiſtory. He that will conſider by 
what ways Empire and Dominion: have cir- 
cled from one Kingdom to another, but look 
into the Origin of the. Afyrian, Perſian, Gre- 
cian and Roman reatriels, from what mean 
beginnings, and by what ſteps they grew up 
into the great Monarchies of the World : 
And again, how unaccountably they moul- 
dred, funk under their own weight, and fell 
back againto their mean Originals; and how 
Proſperity and Grandeur wander from one 
Nation to another People, muſt-needs be ſen- 
ſible by. whom 1t is that Kingdoms Trumph 
and' Nations profper, who 1t15.that- puls down 
one, and ſets up another ; nor need we run tur- 
ther than the common obſervation of Hiſto- 
rians, of the growth and decay of Nations; 

Or 
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or that account of it which God himſelf has 
delivered to the World, to be refolycd that 
*is ſin makes the Rod to ſcourge the people, 
and Righteouſneſs 1s the moſt prevailing mo- 
tive with the Almighty goodneſs to defend 
them ; nor do the Scriptures render any- 0- 
ther account of the Halcion days or various 
Scenes of miſery in the Fewiſh Nation. But 
co examine all the inſtances to this purpoſe, 
laid down in Holy Writ, or amaſs together 
the examples in profane ſtory, would require 
a Volume rather than a Sermon; and as the 
Apoſtle faith in another cafe, may be ſaid n 
this, Time would fail me to tell them. 

'Tis enough that every happy Govern- 
ment 1s buile on juſtice ; that Righteouſ- 
neſs is Guardian to the eſtate and honour of 
the great, the Champion of the poor, and 
the Advocate of the Fatherleſs and Widow; 
that it cements and preſerves the bonds of 
peace and love ; that it confines Prerogative 
and Privilege to their proper Chanels ; that 
our Names, our Perſons and our Beds are de- 
fended by it, and 1s the beſt ſecurity and de- 
tence to Prince and People. Certainly then, 
that which cuts off thoſe Sins, which make 
_ the Almighty Proclaim War with a gag 

at 
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that which tends tothe Tranquility and Peace 
of eycry Soul ; that which indears the Govern- 
ment to every Subject; that which makes the 
World court the Friendſhip and Alliance of 
a People'; that which recommends a Nation 
to the protection and care of Providence; of 
ſuch a Righteouſneſs we may well ſay, thar 
it ſerves the intereſt, exalts the honour of a 
Nation, and tends to promote the peace and 
welfare of mankind : Which is the aflertion at 
firſt laid down, and being now proved, theſe 
Two practical Conclufions naturally follow. 
r. Prat4.Concluſ. That he 1s an enemy to his 
own peace and ſecurity, and the publick wel- 
fare, that neglects the holy offices of Religi- 
on. For ifall ſhould purſue the examples of 
thoſe that arc already Atheiſtical and Profane, 
and pr. os) oe" in the common Deluge 
of profaneneſs ; this would put an end to 
the old diſtin&tion of, Mine and Thine; Right 
would be but an empty and inſignificant 
word ; and the claimes of Allegiance and Pro- 
_ perty by Prince and People {ink to nothing. 
This would revive Lillburns name in a new 
race of Leyellers ; and it would certainly be 
one of the firſt effects of a general protane- 
neſs, to parcel out their eſtatesand level their 
D 2 perſons , 
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perſons, with the - common Crowd, that 
now by the greatneſs of their examples give 
countenance to the contempt of Religion, 
by which their perſons are {ccured, and their 
citates are guarded ; and that reply once 
made to a Perſon of Honour, rallying at Re- 
Iigion, That 1f there were no ſuch | Ck It 
would be no ſin to ſtabb js Grace, as his Fa- 
ther had been ſtabbed by another hand , 
teaches us how much cach mans ſecurity does 
depend upon Religion, how much *tis each 
mans private, as well as the publick intereſt 
co promote it ; and conſequently how much 
he's an enemy to his own peace and ſecurity, 
as well as the publick good, that is not a 
friend to Religion : And from hence ariſes a 
ſecond practical Concluſion. 

2. Concluſ. That they are the beſt Patriots 
that are moſt Solicitous to doe good ; and 
by their praftice and examples, encourage 
righteouſneſs 1n a Nation. Thus 1s the way 
to make a Kingdom flouriſh, to eſtabliſh it a 
renown great and laſting ; to make it anu- 
able to its Subjects, admured by its friends, 
feared by uts enemies, and proſperous under 
the conduct and care of Providence, and 
with the Pſalmift may we ſay happy are the 
people 
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people that are in ſuch a caſe, yea bleſſed are the 
people who have the Lord for their God. Now 
that we may be this happy . people, and ours 
that Nation which Riga does cxalr, 
let us reflect upon the. whole in order to our 
practice; and becauſe God and our Country 
command every one of us to doe our parts in 
our ſeveral (tations, I ſhall conclude with a 
particular Application of this general dif- 
courſe to our ſclyes. 

"Tis not the buſineſs I am call'd hither for 
to read Lectures of Juſtice to you (my Lords) 
whoſe great experience, wiſdom and know- 
ledge in our Laws, make you perfectly ac- 
quainted with the true and proper mcaſures 
of it. But there needs no Apology to Chri: 
ſtan Magiſtrates, for the Goſpel meck and 
humble Method of Addreſs, it as an Ambaſ- 
adour of Chriſt I preſume to beſeech Tour 
Lordſbips to maintain the glory of that God, 
by whom the higher powers are ordained ; 
the dignity of that Sacred Perſon you repre- 
ſent, and the honour of the places which you 
fill; ro perſevere in that integrity which has 
made the Erg/iſb Bench ſo glorious, and 1n 
your wiſe diſtribution of juſtice ro fill up all 


the meaſures of men, That fear God, hate Co- 
wvetouſneſs 
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wetouſneſs,and honour the King. May you im1i- 
tate that God you adore, in pleading the cauſe 
of the Fatherleſs and the Widow, and right- 
ing thoſe whoſe innocence and neceſſities re- 
commend them to your care ; may your jz- 
ſtice run down in ſuch mighty flreams, as may 
at once bear down the reigning fins of the 
Nation, and the malice of your enemies to- 
gether ; may your Righteouſneſs make the 
Scarlet too great for envy, and ſtop the 
mouths of thoſe that blaſpheme God and the 
King, and watch for your halting ; may c- 
very Sentence from your mouths, every 
ſtroke from your hands, ſo intirely quadrate 
with our Laws, which are juſt and good, that 
diſcontent may it ſelf not blaſt your actions, 
nor dare to call them by the hated name of 
Arbitrary: May your Righteouſneſs be a ter- 
ror unto Vice, an Incouragement to Vertue; 
may it bring glory to God, reputation to 
your ſelves, and exalt the honour of our Nx 
L10N. 

But now leſt any think juſtice the duty of 
Magiſtrates alone, and no Righteouſneſs but 
that of Governours requiſite to exalt a Nati- 
on : I muſt inlarge to ſhew the duties our 
Religion, and our Countrey challenge from 

cvery 
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every true Engliſh man, and every Orthodox 
Proteſtant. 

Who is not ſenſible of that cloud which 
hangs over our heads, and is ready to diſſolve 
in ſhowres of vengeance? How the Conclave 
contrives, and what active emiſlaries it im- 

loys to ruine and undo us? How our home 
pac quarrels lay us open to their malice, and. 
prepare a way to the Ronzans to take our place 
and-our Nation from us ; and how much 
danger we are in, of their entrance at that 
gap which we have opened by our own di- 
vitions : This is that weareall ſenſible of, and 
the cry of the Kingdom 1s that of the diſci- 
ples in the ſtorm, we periſh, we periſh; and yer. 
whilſt with chem we own, nothing but the 
Lord can fave us, whoſe Piety ſtands in the 
Gap, whoſe Repenrance invites the Salvation 
of our God ? Burt on the contrary, whilſt we 
behold Church and State ready to be ſacrifi- 
cd, how generally do we forget that iniqui- 
ty is the rune of a wax, and make no other 
uſe of our danger, but maliciouſly to reflect 
on the conduct of our Governours * Thus, 
Iſaac like, we carry the fewel though marked 
out our fſclyes to be the ſacrifice, and by a 
conjunction of ſm and folly, prepare a Fune- 
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ral pile for our ſelves, the beſt Religion, and 
the moſt excellent frame of Government. 
We, like David, are in a ſtrait, ſeem to have 
nothing but choice of Plagues laid before us; 
cither to give up our Necks to the Roman 
Yoak, which our Fathers were not able to 
bear ; or elſe let the Kirk bore our ears to 
mark us for her ſlaves, and with a ſolemn 
League faſten us to the ſtool of Repentance: 
and our ſins have brought us to ſuch a paſs, 
that there ſeems a fatal neceſlity of the one, or 
other, or clſe to be ground betwixt them 
both. Though all this be come upon us, we may 
add with the Prophet, who lays it to heart! 
Good God ! what ſhall we then doe, or wh 
ther ſhall we fly! will thy goodneſs deliver, 
which we have ſo much abuſed / or thy hand 
fave, that is juſtly ſtretched forth to puniſh 
us ! 1s not vengeance thine, and wilt not thou 
repay ! can our {ins,that are before thy Throne 
to cry for vengeance, come down unanſwer- 
ed ! or our horrid impictics eſcape thy hand! 
wilt not thou viſit us. for our ſins, and will-not 
thy Soul be avenged upon ſuch a people as this: 
That uſe thy forbearance, thy mcrcics and 
deltverances, to encourage and heighten our 
{ins, and. perpetuate our Rebcllion againſt 
? thee; 
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thee; that deſpiſe dominion, and ſpeak evil of 
dignaties; that uſe the Fanny of a Prince 
to hiþel and reproach him, and fly in the face 
of Goyernment ; plenty to fat themſelyes for 
the day of ſlaughter; and peace but to gain 
time to prepare for war, and make the ſward 
ſharper for the day of battel. Is this the way 
to make a Kingdom flouriſh, to inyite For- 
reigners £0 lay Ve arc a wiſe and wnderſtand- 
ing people, or bugy up the finking Credit of 
our Countrey ? Is this the way to inyite the 
Papiſt rp forſake his errours, to bring him to 
the embraces of the Proteſtant taith, and con; 
fels there 1s no Religion that has Statutes and 
Judgments ſo righteous as ours? And 1s this the 
Riehtcouſnch that will cxalt our Natiqn ? 
No! *cis theſe 1mpieties thatare a reproach'to 
the name of Proteſtant ! 'tis theſe provoke the 
Galick cruelty to attempt to root out that 
Name from under Heayen ; and the affrants 
we daily ſee put upon our Goyernment; cer- 
tainly help to kindle the rage! of France a- 
ainſt our Brethren there. "Tis theſe are a 
ame to the truth we own, a diſhonous to 
our-God and our Countrey, and yoles re 
pented of, will certainly be the ruine of oup 

Sauls, our Religion and our Natiqn. 
E What 
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What made Iſrae/ captive 1n Babylon, what 
gave them upto the —_— of Pompey, and 
to a final deciſion by the hand of 7s? what 
brought that miſerable bondage the poor 
Chriſtians of the Eaſt labour under, and ſub- 
mitted thoſe once flouriſhing Churches to the 
Turkiſh power ? If it were their fins, we: have 
as ſtrong grounds to belieye 1t juſt with God 
to take away his Goſpel trom us, to- permit 
Superſtition to invade, and Idolatry once 
more to overrun us; and as often as we con- 
template how fatal ſins have been to other 
people, and with an impartial eye look upon 
our own, we muſt with our Saviour cry out, 
that except we repent, we ſhall all likewiſe periſh. 

I muſt therefore beſeech you, Brethren, by 
all that's Sacred, by all that's dear to wiſe and 
good men, for your Souls, your Religion, 
and your Countries fake, that your light may 
ſhine before men, that with good works, and 
holy lives you may adornthe Proteſtant faith 
and name, that you forſake your fins, and 
turn unto the Lord your God. ; tis this muſt 


ſtop the wrath which 1s gone out againſt us, 
ſtay the hand of the deſtroying Angel,-and 
prevail with God, that neither our Religion, 
our King, nor our ſelyes may periſh. ; us 
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fore ſet our ſclves to live upto that Religion 
which God has planted, and by a ſcrics of, 
miracles has preſerved amongſt us. Let us 
confute the Papiſt by living better lives, ma- 
niteft that we gk a better Religion, by be- 
ing better Chriſtians, and better Subjects. 
Let us put on the Armour of God, and not only 
name the Name of Chriſt, but depart from all ini- 
quity. Thus God will fight againft thoſe that 
hght againſt us, and our Religion will ſtand 
impregnable notwithſtanding all the.deſigns 
of men. Let me therefore beſcech you, Bre- 
thren, in this day of tryal, when ruine im- 
pends, and judgment threatens; not to think 
(as the practice of too many 1s )) to-excuſe 
your neglect of Piety and Repentance by im- 
puting all our _ to the 11] conduct of 
our Goyernours ; do not think your love or 
zeal to your Religion, or your Country con- 
liſts in reviling of authority, or ſpeaking evil 
of the Rulers of the people ; but let us look 
at home, correct the fins that lodge within 
our own walls, ſtrive whoſe life ſhall be the. 
greateſt ornament to our Religion, who ſhall 
be firſt in the way to Heaven, and who fitteſt 
for the Crown of Glory and Immortality, 
and the incffable telicitics of the Saints 1n Iight; 
[6 
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. thus at once you'l ſerve your God, your'Rg# 
ligion, your Countrey, and your fclycs, and 
by the ſame methods promote the lonoug 
of che former, and the intereſt and: felicity- 6 
the latter. Thus Heaven and Earth, yout 
Preſent and your Eternal intereſt unite, te 
command your utmoſt induſtry, to mz 
Rightcouſneſs beloved, and practis'd, Vert 
* facred, and Religion obeyed and honoured 
Thus ſhall we be the people 1n the happy: caſe 
who have the Lord for our God. Thus may wi 
be happy here, and blefled hereafter. Thu 
that doehncovlack which makes this King 
dom and our Religion flouriſh, will make 
ſhine at laſt like Stars in Glory, and that whuch 
exalts our Nation, will exalt us all ac laſt 
Heaven. 4 


